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MDC Urban Fleets Workgroup Conference Call
September 17, 2008
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm EST
Call Summary
General Overview: The main focus of this call was to present information about Clean Energy’s work with Natural Gas and Transportation.
Discussion: The call began with Alison Riley (Philadelphia Air Management Services) discussing the agenda for the call and taking roll. 
Michael Cecere, the Account Manager for New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware at Clean Energy, discussed the use of CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) and LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) in the transportation sector of the US. He began with background information about Clean Energy as an organization and their national and international presence. He stated that Clean Energy’s niche markets include airports, transit, refuse and recycling, ports, delivery fleets, school districts, and government and private fleets.
Advantages of natural gas include the fact that it is domestically available, clean, and cheap. Natural gas produces less NOx (which leads to the formation of smog), less particulate matter (PM), and less greenhouse gases. On average, CNG runs $0.75 to $1.25 per gallon less than gasoline and compared to US Number 2 diesel it has been cheaper throughout history. Mr. Cecere stated that the President’s energy bill includes tax credits for each dedicated natural gas vehicle, based on the vehicle’s gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). The US has a large, secure, domestically available supply of natural gas and currently 98% is supplied from the US and Canada.
Clean Energy offers many advantages to their fleet customers including 2010 EPA Certified Vehicles that are available today, the use of American fuel, an improved green image, and many more.
Q: How many customers use LNG?
A: Any customers going long distances like 18 wheelers/Tractor Trailers use LNG because they can store more fuel on board and go longer distances on a single tank because LNG is a liquid just like gasoline/diesel the tanks are basically the same so more fuel can be stored.
Q: Is there any information on end-use data?

A: Mr. Cecere will find out and send the information to Ms. Riley.

Q: Are biogas or landfills used? 

A: Clean Energy is partnering with a company to use landfill gas.

Mr. Cecere stated that if there are any questions feel free to contact him at mcecere@cleanenergyfuels.com.  

Next on the call an update of the FY08 National Clean Diesel Campaign was presented and discussed by Bill Jones. Mr. Jones stated that any state that applied received money including Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. He stated that there will be a competition in the spring of 2009 similar to this one. The Emerging Technology RFP closes on September 22nd (on the Construction call I heard this was extended to October 6th, please confirm). EPA is also funding six projects in the Mid-Atlantic with Philadelphia, the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, the Port of Norfolk, Montgomery County Maryland, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the Buffalo Pittsburgh Railroad, and the Maryland Department of the Environment.
Next, each state on the call gave a project update. Pittsburgh is working on retrofitting waste haulers with diesel particulate filters (DPFs) and they are almost done the retrofits. The Pittsburgh Healthy School Bus project retrofit orders are underway and they are also working on retrofitting emergency responders in the Liberty-Clairton area. Maryland is retrofitting landfill equipment in Baltimore. They are waiting for the City to issue orders for three machines. The retrofits will be “under the hood” which means there are no exposed parts which could lead to operating problems, hazards, and malfunctioning equipment. Maryland hopes to have the first machine retrofitted in the next month or two and the parts ordered for the other machines. Philadelphia is trying to get their fire trucks done by the end of the month. They are also starting to spend money from a Sunoco settlement. Regarding the CNG waste hauler grant, they are looking at sites close to the school district bus lot so that some of the fleet can be converted to CNG. They are waiting to hear back on the state alternative fuels grant.
Ms. Riley stated that if anyone has any ideas, suggestions, or topics for the next call, which will be in early December, to let her know. She suggested a biodiesel call or a Group Against Smog and Pollution (GASP) speaker. It was agreed that this time works well for everyone.
Next steps: MARAMA will prepare notes for this call.

The next call will be in early December.
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