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The purpose of this memo is to transmit new guidance for the CMAQ program as reauthorized 
under SAFETEA-LU.  This document, which replaces the April 1999 guidance, discusses the 
changes to the CMAQ program as a result of SAFETEA-LU and clarifications of our policy 
based on 7 years of feedback since the last guidance document. 
 
The SAFETEA-LU placed a renewed focus on advancing cost-effective transportation projects 
that improve air quality.  Specifically, the bill highlighted diesel engine retrofits as a priority for 
CMAQ expenditures, due to the cost-effective emissions reduction benefits that can be achieved 
through many retrofit technologies.  The FHWA encourages States to consider this legislative 
priority when selecting projects for CMAQ funding.  Appendix 4 of this guidance document 
provides relative cost-effectiveness data on various eligible project types to help inform decision-
makers with the CMAQ project selection process.  Further information on diesel retrofits is 
included in Appendix 5. 
 
The SAFETEA-LU also establishes priority funding consideration for cost-effective congestion 
mitigation activities that improve air quality.  In May 2006, the Secretary announced a new 
department-wide initiative to tackle the growing problem of congestion on our Nation’s 
transportation system.  The goals of the CMAQ program support this initiative in three main 
ways:  promoting operational and technological improvements, targeting major freight 
bottlenecks, and relieving urban congestion.  The CMAQ program is one of the key tools the 
department will employ in the coming years to help relieve congestion -- a goal that will save 
time and money while helping to improve the air. 
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This updated interim guidance includes comprehensive discussions and direction on a host of 
new or highlighted areas under SAFETEA-LU.  As we develop knowledge and experience with 
these new areas, such as diesel retrofits, we will augment this formal program guidance with 
intervening policy memoranda as appropriate.  We have updated earlier volumes of our formal 
guidance in this manner, e.g. the 2003 memorandum on transit station expansions.  In addition, 
since this is interim guidance, we will publish the full volume for comment in the Federal 
Register and issue final guidance thereafter. 
 
Copies of this guidance will be available online at the FHWA website at: 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cmaqpgs/index.htm.  The FHWA has created a series of 
brochures on the CMAQ program that are also available to those interested in further information 
on the program.  For copies of those brochures or for further information on the CMAQ program, 
please contact Michael Koontz at michael.koontz@dot.gov or (202) 366-2076. 
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