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Clean School Bus Retrofit Training
Several members of Richmond Public Schools, Hopewell Public Schools and First Vehicle Services (FVS), the maintenance contractor for Richmond Public Schools, participated in a Green Diesel Technology Train-the-Trainer Program. The training centered on the methodology for completing the undercarriage inspection and installation of a Diesel Oxidation Catalyst for approximately 197 school buses belonging to Richmond Public Schools and Hopewell Public Schools.
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The Diesel Oxidation Catalyst retrofit training was facilitated by William Pearson, an ASE certified technician with International. Mike Gumbs (ASE Certified), Andrew Hess (Master ASE Certified), Bernie Booker of First Vehicle Services were in attendance along with Bonnie Gregory and Bill Alsko representing Hopewell Public Schools and Vincent Ashley representing Richmond City Public Schools.

The Diesel Oxidation Catalyst will reduce hydrocarbon emissions by 50%, Carbon Monoxide emissions by 40% and Particulate Matter by 20%. Richmond City schools provided a bus for retrofit training with the intent of training the FVS ASE & Master ASE mechanics who would in turn train and inspect the DOC retrofit performed by their staff. Bernie Booker, General Manager, FVS said “the training was beneficial because it reinforced the things the master mechanics knew they had to perform and what problems could occur.”

Richmond Public Schools and Hopewell Public Schools will retrofit 197 buses with the Green Diesel Technology by International to convert harmful gases like hydrocarbon particles (unburned diesel fuel and oil) into harmless emissions. “Retrofitting the diesel powered school buses with the Diesel Oxidation Catalyst will generate cleaner air for RPS and HPS students” mentioned Bonnie Gregory, Interim Pupil Transportation Manager at Hopewell.
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