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Freight Workgroup

Summary of the June 28, 2006 Conference Call
Facilitator: Kelly Sheckler, EPA Region III

10:00
Welcome, Introductions and Overview of Agenda

10:05
Discussion of Revolving Loan Fund Strategy
Bill Gillespie provided an update on the list he is compiling of Mid-Atlantic state loan/grant programs that fund the installation of diesel anti-idling equipment and other retrofits.  Bill said he will contact the states he has not been able to reach over the next few days.  
Bill provided a few details about the grant/loan programs he has identified so far.  

· DE has a Pollution Prevention cost share program, a one-time grant program that closes July 15, 2006.  

· In August or September, MARAMA will announce an APU grant opportunity that will award $24,000 through PA’s existing Small Business Advantage program and $24,000 through a new pilot program in DE.  The program will provide up to $3,000 per truck for installation of an APU.  

· NJ has a $750,000 grant program funded by EPA discretionary 105 turn back dollars.  NJ will provide the funding to NJ trucking associations for the purchase of APUs.  This is a one-time grant opportunity.  
· PA has a Small business Advantage program that provides a total of $500,000 in funding each year.  One quarter of the funding, $125,000, is available for APU projects.  The program solicits for projects from July 1st through November 30 each year.  

· VA has a “Small Business Environmental Compliance Assistance Loan Fund” that provides small businesses with loans up to $100,000 at 3 percent interest.  VA would like to open up the program to APUs but currently there isn’t adequate funding to support APU purchases.  
It was noted that PA Department of Environmental Protection does not have loan authority whereas the PA Department of Economic Development does.

Action:  The group recommended that someone follow-up with the President from “Enviro-Fund” to see if we can get a source of funding for the BMC project proposal for an APU revolving loan program.  Bill Gillespie will do this.  

10:25
Discussion of Potential for Projects with Food Distribution/Beverage Distribution Centers
· What is the level of interest in pursuing this as a long or short term strategy?  

· What other types of data do we need?  (See attachments for list of databases on-hand).  Also, see 

http://www.baltometro.org/freight/MFCATrafficStudy.pdf

http://www.mpa.state.md.us/CIC/distribution.pdf
MD suggested considering a project for a food distribution center near Jessup, MD.  
PA suggested the Philadelphia Food center which is being relocated and enlarged.

Regarding a retrofits for beverage trucks, PA has funded retrofits of Coca-Cola trucks using diesel oxidation catalysts and a fuel borne catalyst.   The collaborative may want to do more.  Mark Hildebrandt from Clean Diesel Technologies, Inc. (CDTI) said they were working with Coke to deploy retrofits at many U.S. locations.  
The group felt that a focus on the beverage/food distribution industry was a good candidate because these trucks are typically older.  

Regarding Truck Refrigeration Units (TRUs), Mark Hildebrandt with CDTI noted that projects using Carrier/Thermo-King TRUs achieved 90 percent reductions on the “refer” (TRU) engines.  NJ is in the process of electrifying several TRU near Newark with plug-in technologies.  It was noted that in some cases, the electrical companies help pay for the installation of electrical power receptacles.  

Action:  Bill will talk with ARB and contacts from his previous job at MECA and get an understanding of what ARB did regarding TRU regulation and how it works.  He will report back to the group. 

The process of funding and awarding projects was briefly discussed.  Kelly Sheckler from EPA said the Mid-Atlantic Diesel Collaborative’s staff (MARAMA staff) will help partners in the Collaborative develop and write up projects.  EPA will provide funding for a first round of projects through a competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) sometime during the fall of 2006.  Project awards will be made thereafter.  EPA will provide additional funding through the National Clean Diesel Campaign (NCDC).  
10:50 Wrap-Up/Next Steps
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