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Update Contents:
· Effort to Secure Full Funding For DERA Takes Shape
· Diesel Emission Quantifier Tutorial Planned (January 29 @ 2PM)
· EPA Region 3 Releases Anti-Idle Resource
· EVENTS

· MDC Goods-Movement Call to Focus on Green Ports Initiative (January 22 @ 10:30)
· MDC School Bus Call Covers Challenges to Introducing Propane School Buses in VA (January 28 @10:30)
Effort to Secure Full Funding for DERA Takes Shape
Across the nation a broad coalition of transportation builders, independent truckers, local officials, environmentalists, clean diesel manufacturers, and biodiesel groups and others have been working to get the Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) fully funded to create jobs and reduce pollution linked to increased rates of asthma and other health problems.  Passed as part of the 2005 Energy Policy Act, DERA was originally authorized at a $1 billion level to support diesel emission reduction efforts from 2006 to 2010.  To date, only $49.2 million has been approved.  Recent actions by a bipartisan group of senators led by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Ranking Member James Inhofe (ROK) include a letter to appropriators requesting that they include $550 million for the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) in the economic stimulus package that is likely to pass early next year. Fully funded, DERA would achieve three goals: create jobs, reduce diesel emissions and slash black carbon emissions, which contribute to global warming. Other senators that signed on to the letter include Thomas Carper (D-DE), Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY), George Voinovich (R-OH), John Kerry (D-MA), Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Susan Collins (R-ME), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) and Charles Schumer (D-NY).
Diesel Emission Quantifier Tutorial Planned
The Diesel Emissions Quantifier (DEQ) is an interactive tool to help state/local governments, fleet owners/operators, school districts, municipalities, contractors, port authorities, and others to estimate emission reductions and cost effectiveness for clean diesel projects. Estimates are made using specific information about a fleet. If you are applying to EPA, or some other Federal or state/local funding assistance program, the DEQ will help you to prepare and submit your diesel emissions data to EPA. EPA has built the Quantifier based on existing EPA tools and guidance and it can be used by potential grantees, state and local governments, metropolitan planning organizations, and fleet owners and operators, among others. This tutorial is for anyone who uses or is planning to use the DEQ to calculate emissions reductions for clean diesel projects. 

Title:  The Diesel Emissions Quantifier (DEQ) -- A Tutorial                                                  

Date: Thursday, January 29, 2009 

Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM EST 
After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the Webinar.  
Space is limited. Reserve your Webinar seat now at: https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/914761383
EPA Region 3 Releases Anti-Idle Resource
The Mid-Atlantic Region has numerous anti-idling laws and regulations.  EPA Region 3 recently catalogued  state anti-idling rules into one consolidated list.  Click here for the list.

MDC Forum Groups Meet in January 

· MDC Goods-Movement Call to Focus on Green Ports Initiative (January 22 @ 10:30)
· MDC School Bus Call Covers Challenges to Introducing Propane School Buses in VA (January 28 @10:30)
Reminder – Sign up to Receive Forum Specific Information
If you would like to receive forum specific emails such as call agendas, funding notices, etc. please send Susan Stephenson an email and we will add you to the appropriate group. 
Web Site Updates – Refresh Early and Often

As MDC continues to update its website please remember that it is important to “refresh” your machine on a regular basis.  We have now automated our “last updated” section on the bottom of each page.  So every time we make a change to the page this date will automatically change.  
