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September 24, 2008
10:30 am to 11:16 pm EST
Call Summary
General Overview: The main focus of this call was for Debbi Edelstein of the Northeast Diesel Collaborative (NEDC) to present information about the contract specs overview and outreach.
Discussion: The call began with Megan Goold (EPA) discussing the agenda and doing a roll call. 

Ms. Edelstein gave some background information on the NEDC. She stated that there was a lot of movement on the contract specs front and the NEDC noticed the need for model language for use in hospitals, universities, and municipalities. Ms. Edelstein stated that the language was drafted and sent to Associated General Contractors and affiliates, environmental groups, emission control manufacturers, and several state Departments of Transportation. NEDC tried to be ambitious but realistic with the technical standard by tying increasing levels of control to the timeline for the phase in of Tier 4 engines.. 

She stated that NEDC recommends that the retrofits be fully paid for by the company or agency using the model contract language and that recommendation aligns with the prior experience in the region, where there have been no requirements for retrofitting construction equipment that have made the construction firm pay without reimbursement. During the development of the model language, concerns regarding an unlevel playing field for minority/women-owned businesses were raised, however NEDC thought that smart companies would be able to use federal money to retrofit their machines, which would put them ahead of the curve. Air Directors were concerned about some language, but this was resolved after some negotiation. 

Outreach was focused on municipalities, hospitals, and universities. Two workshops were held in April and May; both focused on a range of strategies for reducing diesel emissions (all presentations are on the NEDC website, www.northeastdiesel.org).  In Manchester, New Hampshire, 72 people from a range of agencies and private organizations attended; one result was that Manchester held a meeting with all vehicle-owning departments to discuss retrofits.  The municipal sector was well-represented at the workshop in Providence, Rhode Island, and  a non-profit organization along with a local branch of the American Lung Association picked up the hospital outreach portion. 
Q: How did the NEDC get people involved?

A: With the two events and the use of other organizations.

Next on the call an update of the National Clean Diesel Campaign was presented and discussed by Ms. Goold. Later today a state grants press release will be distributed and the innovative grant announcement will be sent out in October. The Emerging Technology RFP deadline was extended to October 6th. 
Next, each state on the call gave a project update. The Allegheny County Health Department, along with the Group Against Smog and Pollution and the Clean Water Action Council is retrofitting municipal vehicles in the Liberty Clairton area. Liberty Clairton has the worst air pollution in the nation, especially from fine particle matter (PM). Maryland is retrofitting landfill equipment in Baltimore. The retrofits will be “under the hood” which means there are no exposed parts which could lead to operating problems, hazards, and malfunctioning equipment. Maryland hopes to have the first machine retrofitted in the next month or two and the parts ordered for the other machines. New Jersey is working on Best Management Projects for anti-idling. In northern New Jersey a project has resulted in decreased PM emissions and they are working on a project involving cargo equipment at a port.
Ms. Goold stated that if anyone has any ideas, suggestions, or topics for the next call, which will be in December, to let her know. She suggested spotlighting a local project.
Next steps: MARAMA will prepare notes for this call.

The next call will be in early December.
