Mid-Atlantic Diesel Collaborative
Clean School Bus Sector Workgroup Conference Call  

July 20, 2006 10:00 am-11:00 am (EST)

Attending:
Terry Levinson, Lonnie Richmond, Barb Wilson, Shefali Ranganathan, Deidre Elvis-Peterson, Susan Stephenson, Carol Febbo, Sabrina Williams, Paula Krall (facilitating)
Minutes

Welcome & Introductions
· Paula Krall opened the call and discussed ways the MADC can help with existing and new clean diesel initiatives.  MADC support can range from grant writing assistance, staff support, funding source searches, creation of presentation materials and brochures, recruitment, etc.  
Latest News
· Sue Stephenson and Shefali Ranganathan gave short presentations on two initiatives that are underway in support of clean school bus activities.  
· Sue presented information on a DOE grant proposal where MADC is partnering with the Philadelphia Clean Cities and Clean Air Council to develop a school bus idle reduction program targeted throughout PA, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland.  Sue discussed how the program proposal evolved and the how the MADC will assist if the grant is selected.  Sue also discussed the importance collaborative projects such as this and the trend for collaborative projects to receive funding.  Regional and wide-scale projects are real attention grabbers and produce desirable results that really get noticed. 

***Action Item: one pager on the project proposal is to be emailed to the workgoup

· Shefali led a discussion on EESI’s 6-22-06 briefing entitiled “Cleaning up School Bus Emissions”.  An excellent overview of the briefing was discussed as well as a great background into how appropriations are made for activities such as clean school bus funding.  Currently, negotiations are underway, with the House appropriation coming in at 28 million for Diesel Emission Reduction Projects.  Senate appropriations allot for 20 million. Under the Energy Bill, the President authorized $49.5 million for Diesel Emission Reduction Initiatives and hopes are that these appropriations  will rise. There is much support for these programs.  Please contact Shelfali at sranganathan@eesi.org for more information regarding the briefing.
Round Robin
· Sabrina Williams discussed coordinating program efforts with local organizations as a key to increasing our impact.  The American Lung Association of the District of Columbia has a biodiesel program and video and talks about the advantages of biodiesel. The video includes school kids and discusses what can be done to improve the air quality of diesel school buses.  The project is supported by grant funding and will expire this year. 
ALA Contact Info:

Ruth Rich, Project Coordinator

American Lung Association of the District of Columbia

Biodiesel & Air Quality

475 H Street, NW

Washington, DC  20001-2617\

(202) 466-5864

(202) 682-5874

Email: rmrich@aladc.org
Website: aladc.org

Sabrina also provided information on potential funding sources, PEPCO and Dominion Power, and other similar companies who may be required to fund environmental initiatives.  We can investigate grant funds from such companies to support the school bus diesel retrofits.
Barb Wilson suggested creating a “one-stop shopping” site for all clean diesel school bus related websites. Developing a listing of materials which are consumer/parent-friendly and less technical would be very helpful to parents and others who may not be as interested in the technical information.  Also, links that include classroom activities would also be useful for teachers. 

Shefali Ranganathan discussed the need for trying to tap into CMAQ funding to support school districts interested in using biodiesel. She also discussed EESI’s school bus leadership and established awards program and would be happy to provide guidance and leadership if something similar was formed by the MADC school bus workgroup.   

Workgroup business 

· It was discussed and agreed by the workgroup members to re-structure the school bus conference calls.  Each call will follow a simple format with special emphasis being placed on a different topic selection presented for each call.  Some members suggested topics such as biodiesel/fuels, technologies, idle reduction efforts, guest speakers, etc.  We will begin the new format starting in September.
· Members were encouraged to brainstorm and begin thinking of some initiatives the MADC could begin work on.  This could be an existing program that needs expansion and the resources are lacking to get the work done, or a particular project someone is interested in doing, but does not have the staff support or the know-how to get things started.   All ideas are welcome.  Some discussed were: 1) the creation of an awards certificate for school districts that have completed retrofit projects, 2) the development of anti-idle signage and/or soliciting funds to purchase signage for an anti-idle message at school grounds, 3) the development of classroom curriculum.
Next Call: Thursday, September 21, 2006 from 10:00-11:00am 

Call-in number: 866-299-3188   passcode: 2158145616

